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The ART of the character. 

LESSON TWO (90 minute block)
NOTE: If you are needing more time or have less time than the 90 minute block, you may want to cut out the Adinkra opening activity.
PROCEDURES:

Opening Activity  (30 minutes)

Symbol/meaning selection (10 minutes)
-Students decide which character they will be focusing on for the remainder of their project this unit (see handout)
-Adinkra symbols & meaings printed and posted around room . 

-Silent walk around the room by students. Start at any open spot. 

-First loop: students look at each symbol & meaning and decide if it might fit their character. If possible yes, then student sketches the symbol and indicates the meaning on his/her paper (see handout).
-Second loop: students do quick review of their notes before second loop. Each student must narrow decision down to one symbol and meaning that best fits chosen character by the end of second loop.

-Read Adinkra Handout (file Lewis-Steinbeck NEH 1-2b) together to give context … or you could do this at the start but its more likely students will engage better by jumping right in. It could be skipped but that would be a shame (although admittedly some teachers may find they do not have time for this portion … but what a shame not to give the context and credit!).

Written analysis of selection (20 minutes))
-Each student draws the symbol they chose (on handout page). Provide fat black markers for this if possible. Student writes the name and meaning of the symbol.
-Students write one to two full paragraphs & write about why it was chosen. Students must support choice with specific examples, evidence and if at all possible, an actual quotation from text. If you have access to computers, have them type, save, email and print these so you have them for the final event.  If not, may need to have completion of typing as homework or after school option or perhaps use handwritten versions if students do not have access to computers/printers.
Collage intro (10 minutes)
-Students complete the lesson handout page about their character.
-Collage instructions read aloud and supplies identified.
Note: collage ought to include Adinkra symbol somewhere so Adinkra written piece will make sense to guests at final event and they can see the actual symbol.

Collage-ing (30 minutes)
-Work time
-Allow 5 minutes for clean up

Closing (15 minutes)
Students write artist statement explaining their choices. Writing must connect the collage elements to the character using textual examples and quotations. This must be a minimum of one paragraph. If computers are available, have them type this … same as the Adinkra symbols note above.
MATERIALS: 

-Adinkra symbols/meanings printed on 8 X 11” paper (use link provided in unit overview to get symbols & meanings) & tape to post them around room
-Collage supplies: scissors, glue, tape, tissue paper, markers, pastels, old magazines/newspapers, whatever other mixed media collaging type supplies you have available to you at school. I often put a call out to peers at faculty meeting the week before any collage assignments.
Name _______________________________





Day Two      

The ART of the character. 






Adinkra & collage
Which Grapes of Wrath character do you want to do your project on? Remember your project will include visual art, pairing your character with music, and a photography piece. Think about which character you can readily describe and provide textual examples and quotations for … maybe think of a character you loved, or hated, or admired, or related to … choose someone you have a strong reaction to in one form or another (whether it is positive or negative does not really matter).

The CHARACTER I will use for my project is ________________________________


ADINKRA SYMBOLS: loop one
Use this space to take notes on your first loop of the room looking at the Adinkra symbols. Only sketch and write about the symbols that you think might best represent your chosen character. Try to limit yourself to no more than four symbols. You will be narrowing it down to one eventually.

	SYMBOL (sketch it)
	NAME of symbol
	MEANING

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



ADINKRA SYMBOLS: loop two

Before you start on loop two, think about your character. Perhaps find a section of text about your character. Look at the four symbols/meanings you noted from loop one. Now, take a second loop. Your goal is to narrow it down to one Adinkra symbol by choosing the one that most typifies your character.

	GW Character:
Adinkra symbol name:
Adinkra symbol meaning:

Sketch of symbol:




ADINKRA SYMBOLS & GW CHARACTER analysis: 

Now you are going to write about the connection between the symbol, its meaning, and your character. This should be 1-2 full paragraphs in length. You must your selection with specific examples, evidence and if at all possible, an actual quotation from text. You should type, save, email to yourself, and print this so you have your work for the final event.  If we are without computers today, please neatly write your analysis on a separate sheet of paper.. You will display this analytical writing piece with your symbol and collage at our final event.
COLLAGE. You are each going to create a character collage in class today. This is a visual representation of your character. Use your Adinkra symbol and writing as a starting point to think about what you want to include. A collage is a mixed media piece so you will be using various materials to create an image of your character. You may choose to create a collaged portrait if you like (the head or shape of a person made of many different things to create the whole) or simply create a free form collage. NOTE: Your collage must include a relevant quotation from the text.
The questions below are intended to serve as a brainstorming for you to get started. You may want to include all or some of the elements below somewhere in your collage.


[image: image1]
COLLAGE ARTIST STATEMENT:
Explain your art in writing. Tell the viewer/reader why you made the choices you made. Write about why you chose the quotation you included, the colors, the materials, the shapes, images, symbols, etc. Your artist statement must be a minimum of one paragraph, but I expect it would be two or three given the depth of your thinking and collage-ing. You may find it helpful to look back at your character web from the page before this one.
If we have computers today, please type, save, e-mail to yourself and print. If we don’t have computers today, please neatly write it on a separate page. We will be using these in class tomorrow when we start with a gallery walk and discussion of your creations. You will also need it for our final event.
The REASON why I chose this character is: 





Character’s


name:





3 adjectives to describe character:





3 things that are important to your character:





Images that come to mind when thinking of your character:





Symbolically- which facial feature is strongest for your character  & why (ex: ear= listener)?





What colors come to mind when you think of your character? Why?





Quote from the text related to your character (w/p#):





Why is your character important? What does s/he do or  say? Or not do/say?








